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TOWN OF WESTPORT ISLAND 

                                                        6 Fowles Point Road 

                                                                                                           Westport Island, ME  04578 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

     Office of the Select Board  

 
  

Town of Westport Island 

   Meeting of the Select Board 

September 27, 2021 
 

 

 

 

Present:  

Selectmen:  George Richardson, Ross Norton and Jeff Tarbox 

Citizens:  Julie Casson (Town Clerk), Gaye Wagner (Deputy Town Clerk), Alexandra Wollins, and 

Jason Kates 

Guests: Karl Tarbox 

  
 

Public Hearing Convened: George motioned to convene the public hearing to enact the General Assistance 

Ordinance, which was posted at Town Hall, Town Office, and in the newspaper at 7:00 pm.  

  

 Pursuant to 22 M.R.S. §4305(1) the municipal officers of the Municipality of Westport 

Island, after notice and hearing, hereby enact the General Assistance Ordinance with 

appendices in its entirety. A copy of this ordinance will be filed with the Maine Department 

of Health & Human Services (DHHS) pursuant to 22 M.R.S. § 4305(4), and shall be 

available for public inspection at the municipal office along with a copy of 22 M.R.S. 

chapter 1161.  

 

 Signed by the municipal officers; Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0.  

 

Meeting Convened and Entrance into Select Board Session:  George motioned to adjourn the public 

hearing and enter into the Select Board general session at 7:04 pm; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 3-0.  

 

Select Board Business Conducted:  

 

1. Warrant: George motioned to approve Payroll Warrant No. 26 for $1,225.68; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 3-0; and 

then made a motion to approve Accounts Payable Warrant No. 27 for $3,141.57; Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 

 

2. Minutes: George motioned to approve the minutes of September 20, 2021; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 

 

3. Maine Revenue Services Bulletin #29: Jeff discussed the Maine Revenue Services Property Tax 

Division’s Bulletin #29 on the Solar Energy Equipment Exemption which was released in July. Jeff 

discussed how this would potentially affect assessing and that the assessment is value-based by class. 

Most on the island would be classified as Class III most likely which has an assessed value of $15,000. 

Owners can offset this by filing for an exemption by April 1. Jeff suggested that we make owners with 

solar aware of this by having Julie post information about the exemption abatement on the website and 

facebook.  



September 27, 2021 Page 2 
 

 

4. US Department of Labor – OSHA: George read the announcement from the US Department of Labor 

confirming forthcoming vaccination or test requirements that will apply to public sector employers in 

Maine for those with 100+ employees. There is still much to be determined at this point.  

 

5. Citizen’s Issues: Jason Kates informed the Select Board Ralph Jacobs has been working with Charter 

Communications and we are closer to coming to an agreement. If we do sign an agreement, we would 

need to pay half upfront. They are thinking that we would need to hold another special town meeting as 

the last special town meeting last April resulted in voting the $42,834.46 of ARPA funds to be used as 

matching grant fund along with $19,816.54 of previously approved surplus funds. Gaye suggested that 

we talk to MMA first before seeing if we need to hold another special town meeting or if the same funds 

can still be used for the broadband project without the grant, since Charter is funding the grant portion 

themselves. George suggested we table until we speak to MMA.  

 

6. Abatement: J. Stewart Roberts/ Supplemental Tax Bill: Donald Adams: George motioned to 

approve an abatement to J. Stewart Roberts, Map 002, Lot 73 and issue a supplemental tax bill to Donald 

& Cheryl Adams, Map 002, Lot 73 due to a computer error. Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 

 

7. Plowing of Bakers Road from Hill to Culvert: Alexandra Wollins sent an email to the Selectmen and 

the Road Commissioner concerned that the ¼ mile portion of Bakers Road from the hill to the culvert 

has not been consistently plowed during the previous winter. She has had to pay privately for the road, 

which is a town road to be plowed. George spoke to Garry Cromwell, Road Commissioner and was told 

that the road is difficult to plow uphill. George suggested that they discuss it at the 9/29/2021 road 

committee meeting and informed Alexandra of the meeting. Jeff said he would be attending the meeting 

and would follow up.  

 

8. Road Committee: George read an email from Julie announcing that the Road Committee would be 

meeting on September 28, 2021 at 5:00 pm at Town Office.  

 

9. Town Clerk Updates: Julie Casson, Town Clerk, informed the Select Board that we received  delivery 

of the DS200 voting machine on Wednesday, September 22, 2020. We would be having training soon 

after.  

 

Julie also informed the Board we received our dog tags for 2022 and that they will be going on sale on 

October 15th.  

 

Gaye Wagner informed the Select Board that the office staff would like to suggest that the 

unappropriated ARPA money potentially be used for an electronic sign at the head of the island. Gaye 

asked for permission to research. Ross said he had also researched as well. George motioned for Gaye 

and Ross to research the cost of an electronic sign and to bring back the information to the board; Jeff, 

2nd; vote: 3-0.  

 

10. Other Legal Business: Jeff informed everyone that Jean Wilhelmsen-Exter offered to redo the vestibule 

to post notices about committees and contact information. Julie and Gaye offered to work with Jean and 

make sure we have a place for the committee information, but now that people will be coming inside, we 

will now have to rearrange to include legal notices as well.  

 

Jason Abbott submitted the quote to install the window in the vestibule area of the office leading into 

Dedee’s office. The window will be donated by Jason and the total will be $680.00. Project will begin 

mid to late October. George motioned to approve the installation of the window; Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0.  

 

George received a letter from Bailey Bartlett, who due to other commitments, has decided to regretfully 

resign from the Horticultural Committee. George motioned to regretfully accept her resignation; Jeff, 2nd, 

vote: 3-0.  



September 27, 2021 Page 3 
 

Jeff had sat in on the Maine Revenue Services Tax Workshop. One of the key items he wanted to make 

everyone aware of is the Property Tax Deferral Program for those 65 or older and earn less than $40,000 

per year. LD 1638 effective October 18, 2021.  

 

11. Meeting Adjourned:  George motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 pm; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

 

George D. Richardson, Jr.  

1st Selectman 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeffery H. Tarbox 

2nd Selectman 

 

 

 

 

Ross Norton 

3rd Selectman 

 

 

 

 


