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TOWN OF WESTPORT ISLAND 

                                                        6 Fowles Point Road 

                                                                                                           Westport Island, ME  04578 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

     Office of the Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor  

 
  

Town of Westport Island 

   Board of Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers Meeting 

September 13, 2021 
 

 

 

 

Present:  

Selectmen:  George Richardson, Ross Norton and Jeff Tarbox 

Citizens:  Julie Casson (Town Clerk), Gaye Wagner (Deputy Clerk), and Jason Kates 

Guests:  

  
 

Meeting Convened:  George called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

 

Board of Selectman Business Conducted:  

 

1. Warrant: George motioned to approve Payroll Warrant No. 22 for $1,225.68; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 3-0; and 

then made a motion to approve Accounts Payable Warrant No. 23 for $81,763.47; Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 

 

George then motioned to approve the warrants from the previous week, Payroll Warrant No. 19 for 

$1,753.17; Invoice Warrant No. 20 for $6,527.81; and Invoice Warrant No. 21 for $888.00; Jeff, 2nd; 

vote: 3-0.  

  

2. Minutes: George motioned to approve the minutes of August 30, 2021; Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 

 

3. Correspondence: George read an email from Dedee Greenleaf-Hodgdon (Municipal Agent) regarding 

the increase in postage to $0.58 for a first-class letter.  

 

George informed the Selectmen that Rose Bodmer, Co-President of the WCA (Westport Community 

Association) requested to use the Ferry Landing on Saturday, October 9, 2021, for a WCA sponsored 

concert by Jon Gould and his bandmates – Kenny Beck and the Destroyers. The event would be free 

from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. The WCA would be offering apple cider and possibly baked goods. They 

would also be asking for donations for Helping Hands. George motioned to approve the outdoor concert 

on October 9, 2021, at the Ferry Landing, Ross, 2nd, vote: 3-0.  

 

George informed the other Selectmen about correspondence from a CMP Independent Contractor, K & 

A Engineering, who contacted us about line and pole setting work that they have been contracted to do 

on the island with an estimated start date of September 20, 2021. The estimated duration is 2 weeks. The 

area of work includes Main Road, West Shore Road, Brooks Road, Fowles Point Road, and one other.  
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4. 46 Greenleaf Road: Jeff received an email from the owner of the property, and he has begun to break up 

the pallets and is starting clean up. He is having a family member come this weekend to assist. He has 

promised to clean up the property but has yet to give Jeff a timeline. Jeff will follow up.  

 

5. Lincoln County Budget Advisory Committee: George let the Selectmen know that the caucus for the 

Lincoln County Budget Advisory Committee for which George is our representative, is set for Thursday, 

September 16, 2021, at 6:00 pm.  

 

6. Citizen’s Issues: Jason Kates informed the Select Board that the Broadband Committee is still in a 

holding pattern with Charter Communications. They have not heard back from their legal department on 

the red line edits to the contract that Ralph Jacobs had sent over. He hopes to have another update soon.  

 

7. Wiscasset Transfer Station Contract: George motioned to approve and sign the Wiscasset Transfer 

Station Contract for the period of July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022, for the total of $83,622.54; Ross, 

2nd; vote: 3-0.  

 

8. Wright House Roof: George received and email from Richard DeVries stating that one of the 

committee members, Ken Parsons is a roofing expert, and he reviewed the condition of the roof and 

concluded that it has at least a couple of more years of life. The life can be extended by blowing off the 

pine needles and spraying the roof tiles with Wet N Let. So the need for bids is on hold.  Ken 

additionally discovered the chimney tiles are not lined up allowing a gap that allows rain to flow down 

the outside of the tiles. So a chimney liner may be needed. At this time, they have put covers over the 2 

chimneys. They are hoping to paint with Kilz to see if there is any further damage which will appear as 

stains through the paint, to determine if a liner is truly needed.  

 

9. Maine Municipal Association (MMA) Annual Business Meeting: George announced that the MMA 

Annual Business Meeting would be held in Augusta on Thursday, September 30, 2021, in Augusta. 

Voting delegates needed to be selected. Ross motioned for George to be the voting delegate at the MMA 

Annual Business Meeting; Jeff, 2nd; vote 2-0.  George motioned for Jeff to be the alternate voting 

delegate at the MMA Annual Business Meeting; Ross, 2nd; vote: 2-0.  

 

10. Jeff Tarbox Request for Classes: Jeff requested to take a class through MMA on General Assistance, 

both the intro and advanced classes taking place on October 21 & 22, 2021. Jeff also mentioned that he 

would like to take as many classes as feasible and that he felt that he should reimburse the town for non-

essential classes out of his stipend. Jeff moved that he will reimburse the town for non-essential 

training/classes that he takes; George, 2nd; vote: 3-0.  

 

11. Squire Tarbox Parking: Jeff spoke with Lisa Dalton about the parking for large events and the requests 

for parking on town property. Jeff encouraged Lisa to come speak to the Selectmen when she is back in 

town.  

 

12. Certificate of Abatement for Map 004, Lot 14.05B: George motioned to issue an abatement in the 

amount of $119.71 to Michael Hughes for Map 004, Lot 14.05B and sign a letter of apology for a clerical 

error on the lot; Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0.  

 

13. Ledge Removal Bids: We received 2 bids for ledge removal by the Squire Tarbox Inn on Main Road 

and West Shore Road. One from SR Griffin for $7,100 plus and additional $800 per day for flaggers. 

The second quote was from Chesterfield Associates for $$6,300 ($6,800 with $500 being donated) and 

they will provide a State certified flagger. The road committee will meet with the 2 bidders within the 

next 10 days.  
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14. Town Clerk Updates: Julie Casson informed the Select Board that the staff has been accepting credit 

cards and the system is easy to use. An announcement of our accepting them is on the Town’s website 

and on the Town’s Facebook page.  

 

Julie also informed the Board that we would be receiving from the State a DS200 voting machine. This 

would allow us to tabulate ballots as our citizen’s vote and at the end of the evening, we will be able to 

print out the race results at the push of a button.   

 

Julie also informed the board that we are waiting for validation on our drop box based on changes to 

Title 21. Each year we need permission to use it for the absentee ballots as changes in Title 21 can affect 

our ability to use it as is. 

 

15. Town Office Updates: Ross informed the Board that Jason Abbott would be in this week to meet with 

Dedee to discuss the window from her office to the vestibule to finalize a quote. He does have a window 

to donate. If he does the work, he would be able to start until mid-October. Everyone agrees that Dedee’s 

window would be first priority to bring people in from outside before the weather turns, then the counter. 

 

16.  Overture re Property Donation: The executor of Lois Mason’s estate may be interested in 

donating the 2-acre property that was once the Town’s dump back to the Town. Mary Ellen 

Barnes, Lincoln County Regional Planning Commission (LCRPC), can assist with seeking EPA 

grant funds for a Phase I (history) and Phase II (engineering study) to determine the level of and 

types of contaminants that may be present and what kinds of uses might be permissible for this 

land; residential use is prohibited.  A possible constructive re-use might be a firefighting water 

cistern. George motioned to proceed with a grant application to the LCRPC; Jeff, 2nd;             

vote: 3-0.  
 

17. American Rescue Plan Funds: MMA has announced that the portal is open to apply for the 

Town’s allocation of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. Per the act, the Town’s 

allocation is $72,780. We may now apply to receive the first half of the funds ($36,390). George 

motioned to begin the application process for the ARPA funding, Jeff, 2nd; vote: 3-0.  
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Executive Session: 

 

18. Entrance at 8:30 pm: George motioned to go into executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6) 

(A) to discuss a personnel matter; Jeff, 2nd; vote; 3-0.  

 

19. Exit Executive session at 9:12 pm: George motioned to exit executive session; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 

 

20. Enter Regular Session at 9:13 pm: George motioned to return to regular session; Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0.  

 

21. Meeting Adjourned:  George motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:16  pm; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

 

George D. Richardson, Jr.  

1st Selectman 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeffery H. Tarbox 

2nd Selectman 

 

 

 

 

Ross Norton 

3rd Selectman 

 

 

 

 


