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TOWN OF WESTPORT ISLAND 

                                                        6 Fowles Point Road 

                                                                                                           Westport Island, ME  04578 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

     Office of the Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor  

 
  

Town of Westport Island 

   Board of Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers Meeting 

August 2, 2021 
 

 

Present:  

Selectmen:  George Richardson, Ross Norton, and Jeff Tarbox 

Citizens:  Julie Casson (Town Clerk), Jay Specter, Richard DevRies, and Jason Kates 

Guests: Charlotte Boynton (Lincoln County News)  

Meeting Convened:  Ross called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

Board of Selectman Business Conducted:  

 

1. Warrant: Ross motioned to approve Payroll Warrant No. 7 for $1,225.68; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 2-0, with 

George not in attendance during this vote; and then made a motion to approve Accounts Payable Warrant 

No. 10 for $9,193.01; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 2-0, with George not in attendance during this vote. 

  

2. Minutes (delayed until later in meeting when George arrived): George motioned to approve the 

minutes of July 26, 2021; Ross, 2nd; vote: 2-0 with Jeff abstaining. 

 

3. Correspondence: Jeff let everyone know we received invitations to Jensen Baird’s Municipal Client 

Seminar taking place on Thursday, September16, 2021. 

 

We also received a request from Island resident, Kristy Chubbuck to rent the Old Town Hall for a bridal shower 

on Sunday, September 12, 2021, from 11:30 am to 4:30 pm. Julie Casson, Town Clerk, confirmed that the Hall 

was available and that the only event was a parking rental for the day before. Ross motioned to conditionally 

approve the rental of the Town Hall to Kristy Chubbock on September 12 after Julie confirms that the parking 

rental was not an overnight agreement and that there would be no conflicts; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 2-0, with George not 

in attendance during this vote. 

 

Ross also read the Board of Appeal’s Notice that there will be a public hearing on the request by Clifford and 

Jody Peck, 281 Main Road, for a variance from the right of way setback ordinance, on August 12, 2021, in the 

meeting room at the Westport Island town Office at 6:30 PM.  

 

4. Citizen’s Issues: Jay Specter of Oak Run Road appeared before the Selectmen to ask that the Selectmen 

to consider enacting a marijuana ordinance on the island. He and his wife are not looking to engage in 

the growing or retail of marijuana, but rather they are manufacturers of edible THC bakery products and 

would like to be able to manufacture their products here on Westport Island. Ross explained to Mr. 

Specter that consideration of such and ordinance is something that would have to come before Town 

Meeting. Jeff also suggested that there are business licensure and code enforcement requirements for 

such a business and that he would also have to come before the planning board as well. Mr. Specter 

agreed to work with the planning board and thanked the board for their consideration.  
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Richard DeVries requested that the town reimburse Craig Hudson, Wright House and Ferry Landing 

Committee Member, for the expenses he has incurred for mowing and property maintenance around the 

Ferry Landing. Since May, he has incurred $150.00. He expects to incur $15 per session going forward 

and they will submit bills to Martha. Ross suggested that they table this discussion until George can 

participate. 

  

5. Broadband & Cable Committee Update: Jason Kates, Chair of the Broadband & Cable Committee, 

gave an update on the current broadband infrastructure expansion project. The committee who oversees 

the ConnectMaine Grant changed some of the reporting requirements and it is causing friction amongst 

the Internet Service Providers (ISPs) who are partnering with the Town’s in expanding broadband, in our 

case Charter/Spectrum. One of the issues is that the committee is asking for proprietary information from 

the ISP and they do not want to provide it. Charter is not returning our committee’s calls and there is 

frustration as to the status of the expansion project. The Committee cannot guarantee status of the project 

going forward at the current time.    

 

6. Town Clerk Updates: Julie Casson, Town Clerk, reported that Gaye Wagner, Deputy Town Clerk, took 

care of sending in the Town Clerk Record Book for 1853 – 1858 in for archiving. Once this is complete, 

the Town Clerk Record books and the Valuation books through 1858 will be archived. 

 

Julie let everyone know that all staff, elected officials, and committee members who by law are required 

to complete Freedom of Access Act training have been contacted with details of required training and a 

form to complete attesting to training. Julie will follow up with a deadline.  

 

Julie completed the first draft of a Town Hall Rental Agreement Contract for the Selectmen to review. 

Jeff asked that it be reviewed by the Town Hall Committee. 

 

7. Office Back Up – Uninterrupted Power Supply: Gaye requested that we purchase 3 more 

Uninterrupted Power Supply (UPS) units for each of the office staff’s computers in the event of a power 

outage or other event requiring surge protection. This will keep the computers and data safe. The cost for 

3 UPS devices would be $239.97. George motioned to table until next week so that we could verify that 

we can cover it with the office supplies account.  

 

8. Additional Correspondence: George shared a letter that Gary Richardson, Code Enforcement Officer, 

sent to Joseph Huggins, Map 005, Lot 46.03A, regarding an anonymous complaint over a garage and 

setback from the property line and other personal property located on Rum Cove land. Gary asked that he 

be contacted within 14 days of the letter dated July 27, 2021 to resolve any issues. 

 

George read an email from Gaye Wagner, Deputy EMA Director, to Emily Rabbe at the Lincoln County 

Regional Planning Commission thanking her and the LCRPC Executive Staff for the award of the ASK 

Grant for the Westport Volunteer Fire Department to help with firefighting water resources.  

 

9. Other Legal Business: Jeff informed everyone that the current exhibit on the Pandemic at the History 

Center is closing at the end of the month and a new exhibit on Verlie Colby Greenleaf will be opening. 

The annual meeting of the Friends of Westport Island History will be on August 28, 2021 and more 

details will be forthcoming.  

 

George emailed Jerry Bodmer to see if he could assist with the results of the water test at Old Town Hall 

and the Wright House, both of which result in high levels of manganese. Jeff suggested that he would do 

more research and will work with Jerry to come up with a solution and will report back next week.  
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10. Meeting Adjourned:  George motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 pm; Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

 

George D. Richardson, Jr.  

1st Selectman 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeffery H. Tarbox 

2nd Selectman 

 

 

 

 

Ross Norton 

3rd Selectman   


