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TOWN OF WESTPORT ISLAND 
                                                        6 Fowles Point Road 
                                                                                                           Westport Island, ME  04578 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
     Office of the Select Board, Board of Assessors, & Overseers of the Poor 

 
  

Town of Westport Island 
   Selectboard, Assessors and Overseers Meeting 

August 1, 2022 
 

Present:  
Select Board:  Donna Curry, Jeff Tarbox, and Ross Norton 
Citizens:  Ken Shepard, Jill Cooney, Gary Webber, Pat Smith, Dick Tucker, and Jason Kates 
Guests: Charlotte Boynton 
              

 
Meeting Convened: Jeff called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Business Conducted:  
 
1. Warrant: Jeff motioned to approve the Payroll Warrant No. 9 for $1,740.95, Donna, 2nd; vote: 3-0; Jeff 

motioned to approve Accounts Payable Warrant No. 10 for $5,113.23; Ross 2nd; vote: 3-0. 
 

2. Minutes: Jeff motioned to approve the minutes of July 25, 2022, Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0.  
 
 
3. Correspondence: Jeff stated that he had no correspondence to share. 

 
 

4. Citizen’s Issues: Ken Shepard shared some communication he recently had with the Midcoast 
Conservancy regarding his hemlocks being destroyed by the woolly adelgids, an invasive insect. He is 
interested in learning more about how the wooly adelgids might be stopped with the assistance of a type 
of ladybug that feeds on the wooly adelgid. In August there is supposed to be a Zoom presentation and a 
field trip sponsored by the Midcoast Conservancy on the subject. He shared all the information he had 
with the Board and Dick Tucker, who represented the Conservation Commission, as he thought this 
should be of interest to the town, and the town might want to invest in the ladybug solution to the 
destruction of the hemlocks 

 
Jason Kates asked about setting a date for all to have to begin to use the new office keys. We suggested a 
date sometime in late September. Jeff will talk to Julie about ensuring that the right people have access to 
the new keys. 
 
Jill Cooney asked the Board who was responsible for posting signs to public spaces. She specifically was 
interested in finding out how to ensure that people knew that there was public access to Greenleaf Cove, 
even though there is no sign saying so. Ross said he would check into requirements for open spaces on 
the Island. Jill is going to talk to Dennis Dunbar, who lives right next to the public access to Greenleaf 
Cove and will share what she learns at the next Board meeting. 
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Gary Webber shared his frustration over dead animals on East Shore Road, due to speeders. He asked 
whether speed limit signs could be posted on East Shore Road. The Board agreed that 25 MPH speed 
limit signs should be posted not only on East Shore Road but also on other side roads. Jeff motioned to 
ask Garry Cromwell about posting speed limit signs; Donna, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 
 
 

5. Roads: No one from the Road Committee was in attendance. Jeff has talked to Jimmy Cromwell. They 
are planning to talk tomorrow about the prep work needed for the first phase of paving. 
 
Garry Cromwell has not yet presented a plan for maintaining roads, nor any proposals for specific 
actions that the Select Board could approve. However, G&D Cromwell on July 26 submitted an invoice 
for work they performed. Jeff motioned that we pay for this invoice but not any others going forward 
without a plan; Ross, 2nd, vote: 3 – 0. The Board also agreed that the Road Commissioner could invoice 
for his time spent in creating a plan or plans.  The cost of speed limit signs should also be included.   
 
Jason asked for the location for the northern termination of the North End Road for updated E911 
information. Jeff said he would provide it. 
 
 

6. Property Tax Stabilization Program for Senior Citizens: Jeff shared information on the new tax 
program for seniors. This program allows Maine residents 65 and older to freeze their property taxes if 
they have had a homestead for 10 years or more. Applications are available online and are due by 
December 2022. The Town Office staff are beginning to make the applications available to interested 
residents.  But it isn’t clear how these applications will be reviewed and managed.    When 
administration is clearer the Board will invite interested citizens to one of our Board meetings to learn 
more about the program. 

 
 

7. Administrative Updates: Jeff motioned that the Board vote for the nominated candidates for the MMA 
Executive Committee and the Lincoln County representatives to the MMA Legislative Policy 
Committee.   Donna, 2nd; vote: 3 – 0. 

 
There is a request to use the Town Hall for three days (October 14 – 16) for a wedding event. After some 
discussion, Donna motioned that the use be approved, charging the standard rate of $100 per day just 
was we do with other individuals; Jeff, 2nd; vote: 3 – 0. 
 
Ralph Jacobs was appointed to the Board of Appeals; Jeff motioned; Donna, 2nd; vote: 3 – 0. 
 

8. Other Legal Business:  Jeff motioned that we approve the minutes from Sturino pier, ramp, and float 
hearing held on July 26th; Donna, 2nd; vote: 2 – 0 (Ross was not at the meeting so he abstained).  Jeff 
motioned that the Board issue the required license for the Sturino pier, ramp and float.  Donna seconded, 
vote 3-0. 
 
 The Board signed the appointments of the E-911 Addressing Office and deputies, previously approved 
but in need of correction.  
 
Jeff reported that Karl Olson has begun the work to update his survey of the Baker Road area.   
 
Jeff had previously drafted a list of responsibilities for a ‘counter support’ person which he drafted in 
consultation with the Town Office staff. With the Board’s permission he will turn those responsibilities 
into a job description for a formal posting. Jeff motioned to proceed; Ross, 2nd; vote: 3 – 0. 
 
The Board discussed continuing to send condolence and get-well cards to residents. 
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9. Executive session for discussion of confidential records 1 MRSA § 405 (6) (F):  The Board went into 
executive session at 8:57; ended session at 9:29. 
 

 
10. Meeting Adjourned:  Jeff motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:29 pm; Ross, 2nd; vote: 3-0. 

 
 
Minutes taken and prepared by Selectboard member Donna Curry. 
 
A True Copy, Attest: ___________________________________ 
    


